Aesthetic refinements in breast augmentation with deep inferior epigastric perforator flap: a case report.
The principle of free flaps based on perforator vessels and the development of deep inferior epigastric perforator flap (DIEP) is currently used in reconstructive microsurgery. Clinical experience and research have shown that perforator flaps provide numerous advantages over the conventional myocutaneous flaps and combine muscle preservation and sequel minimization at the donor site. Clinical use of autogenous tissue or perforator flaps in aesthetic breast surgery or augmentation mammaplasty is not a common practice. The authors indicate the use of the DIEP flap to correct severe hypomastia after bilateral breast augmentation with silicon implants, followed by infection and implant extrusion. Using the DIEP flap is a new option for patients who have had complications from breast augmentation with implants or severe hypomastia and have excess tissue in the lower abdomen. Additional studies and clinical research are necessary to evaluate the real benefits as compared to silicone implants, such as operative time, the recovery period and financial implications.